The absence of teratogenic effects of some analgesics used in anaesthesia. Additional evidence from a mouse model.
The possibility exists that agents used in anaesthesia may have adverse teratogenic effects on staff, patients, and developing fetuses. It has been shown that a range of neurotropic drugs, when injected into pregnant mice on the 9th day of gestation, produce a characteristic group of central nervous system malformations in their fetuses. We have studied the possible teratogenicity of pethidine, fentanyl, phenoperidine and lignocaine when tested in this way and conclude that they appear to have less effect than other neurotropic drugs previously tested.